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‘Unchanging status quo’

Women continue to bear the brunt of violence

8,359 cases were
reported in the
country in 2011, up
from 2010

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMIABAD

A total of 8,539 cases of vio-
lence against women were
reported in 2011, an increase
of about seven per cent over
2010.

According to the fourth
Annual Statistics of Violence
against Women launched
by the Aurat Foundation on
Tuesday, certain forms of
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cases were reported in 2010

violence, such as sexual as-
sault, acid throwing, honour
killings and domestic vio-
lence have shown a notable
increase in 2011.

Among the 8,539 cases,
nearly one-fourth of the cases
(2,089) are that of abduction/
kidnapping, followed by
murders, which constitute
18.45%.

Moreover, 8.25% of cases
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have been categorised ashon-  These figures, however, are  available in 883 cases, Sleis — =2 S & u“ |
our killings, which indicate just the tip of the iceberg, as  Addressing a press confer- | Honour Killing 475 604 557 705 2341 2657% |
that a total of 2,280 women hundreds of cases still goun- ence after the launch of the Rape/Gang Rape 778 928 928 827 3461 -10.88%
were killed last year. noticed due to multiple rea- report, Rabia Hadi, the na- Sexual Assault 172 274 74 110 630 48.65%
In_ lsl_amabad, a total of sons, said the reporter, tional co_ord’m.}tor 40f Aurat Acid Throwing 29 53 2 a4 153 375%
148 incidents were reported  Another cause for concern Foundation’s “Policy Data : = 0 28 29 78 23.68%
in 2011, compared to 127 in  is that most of the reported Monitor - Violence Against B"_"”'"g : o"
2010, These included 34 cases  cases never made it to the Women” programme, ex- Miscellaneous 1,970 1,977 1580 1792 7319 13.42%
of murder and 27 abduction/ police, which reflect a lack pressed grief over the increase Total 7,571 8,548 8000 8539 32658 6.74%

kidnapping cases.

There were 21 cases of do-
mestic violence, nine sui-
cides, eight rape/gang-rape
cases, five cases of sexual
assault and two cases of acid
throwing reported in 2011
from Islamabad.

of confidence that people
have in the law enforcement
agencies.

Out of the 8,539 incidents,
FIRs were registered in 6,745
cases whereas no FIR was
registered in 911 cases, while
there was no information

in violence compared to last
year.

She said the figures show
that the incidence of violence
has remained more or less in
the same range over the past
four years. This, she added,
shows that the society has not

witnessed any radical change
in the way they treat womern.

“This reflects a kind of a sta-
tus quo, also indicating that
neither the state nor the so-
ciety is doing enough to curb

uncivilised behaviour,” she
remarked.

At the same time, she
maintained that the rise
in reported cases indicates
an increase in awareness

among wormen to raise their
voices against evils of the
socierty.

She called for immediate
steps to be taken to control
the rising cases of violence.



